


Story Sheroeg Volume 5

Welcome to the 5" edition of the Story Sheroes zine,
written and produced by a group of amazing girls
that get together to explore our thoughts and ideas
on what it is like to be a girl in our community.

We meet at the Kitchener Public Library and use the
latest technology available to express ourselves - we read, .
share, create, and publish stories, poetry, videos and artwork.

Are you in grades 6-8? Do you want to become a Shero?
Our next session begins April 5, 2017. To register go to:
http://www.kpl.crg/proarams-and-events
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GIRLS WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE

Anne Frank- Anne Frank stayed in the Netherlands, hiding from
German forces during World War 2. She was a young 13 year old
Jewish girl, who was gifted a diary from herfather. Her diary was
published after her death in the concentration camp known as
Bergen-Belsen, at age 15. Her diary gave, (and still gives today,) an
eye-witness perspective of life during the Holocaust, in which
approximately 6 million Jewish people were ruthlessly murdered.

Coco Chanel- Coco Chanel was one of the most influential fashion
designers of all time, revolutionizing women’s fashion. She broke
both stereotypes and boundaries by setting the trends for women
to wear trouser and jerseys, as opposed to what was then only
considered fashionable for men. She died on January 12t, 1971,
leaving a legacy behind her.

Rosa Parks- Rosa Parks was an African-American woman living in
racially segregated Alabama in the 1950s. In 1955, she refused to
give her seat to a white passenger on a bus in Montgomery,
Alabama, breaking the rules of the bus. She got into trouble with
police, triggering the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which dented the
city’s transportation system. To this day, she represents a strong
woman who fought against racism during a segregated period of
time.

Malala Yousafzai- Malala Yousafzai, (born July 12 1997,) is a
Pakistani activist for female education and the youngest person to

earn a Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts. Living in northwest
Pakistan, the Taliban sometimes banned girls from going to school.
On October 9", 2012 she was shot by a Taliban gunman who
attempted to kill her. When recovering, she received an outpour of
support and became a dedicated activist and advocate for women’s
education. She founded the Malala Fund and helped write “{ Am
Malala,” an international best-selling book about her story.

Rosa Parks
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GERL POWER

Its 2017 now, and as each year progresses, girls and women are working harder
and harder for equality and being given more fair rights. Around a hundred years
ago, women were barely considered human, with degrading and derogatory
terms being used against them, to shame and humiliate them. Women were
forced into tight corsets and their main role was to have children, cook, and
bake. Their educations was labelled as “unimportant”, men were expected to do
all of the paid labour. Women weren’t granted the right to vote in Canada during
a certain period of time, until a group of suffragists banded together to protest
against the injustice. Finally, after a long time of protesting, women actually
gained rights to vote for who they wanted within the government, whether that
be provincial, federal, etc. As the years moved forward, women continued to
stand up for themselves, taking inspiration from suffragists and other
empowering female role models and leaders. They eventually were given
permission to have access to the same jobs as men were expected to get. They
fought for the right for divorce, against violence against women, and more.
Women are strong leaders and always have been, they just had to hold it back
because of a state of oppression and judgment. In order to battle against
discrimination, you-have to let your voice be heard. You can’t cower in fear of
what others will think, you can’t be silent, and you can’t be a bystander. That
goes for all types of discrimination. And, as much as society has progressed,
moving forward to more modern days such as this, where feminists and others
are demanding for equality, and are successfully getting it. Unfortunately, we still
face some inequality; including being labelled by the way we dress or look, and
getting inadequate pay at some jobs (the wage gap,) even when doing the same
amount and level of work. The thing is women are so empowering and strong
that they will fight until they get exactly what they deserve; which is, of course,
equality. The best way to conclude is with a very empowering quote from Elie
Wiesel, a former Holocaust survivor and Nobel Peace Prize laureate; “We must
always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence
encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.” Taking a second to think
about it deeply, some questions form. How can you empower other women?
How can you fight for equal rights? How can you fight against different forms of
discrimination? What kind of discrimination is going on in your community, and
how can you put an end to it? Focus on strength, rising up above the challenges,
standing tall, having hope and courage. Girl power. These are all important.
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