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Message from the
Board Chair and CEO

“There is not such a cradle of democracy upon the earth as 

the Free Public Library, this republic of letters, where 

neither rank, office, nor wealth receives the slightest 

consideration.”

 ~Andrew Carnegie

Dear Friends of Kitchener Public Library,

There have been few timelier moments in history to pause 

and consider the validity of these reflections by Andrew 

Carnegie. 

As people around the globe embrace social equality, we're 

reminded of the many democratic institutions that we as 

Canadians too often take for granted. 

The Public Library is a sanctuary of democratic ideals. It's a 

place that encourages the exploration of personal interests 

and beliefs, without prejudice for race, religion, culture, or 

economic class. 

While there are some individuals who question the place of 

the Library in this increasingly tech-centric world, the 

programs and services offered by Kitchener Public Library 

continue to change with the world around us. What will 

never change is the Library's fundamental role as the 

free, open, and democratic centre of information within 

the community. 

We are thrilled that the Central Library renovation and 

expansion is underway. This undertaking is the largest in 

KPL's history, and will ensure that the Library continues to 

meet the needs of our customers, a group that grows 

year after year. The rejuvenated building will be a 

welcoming space for everyone in our community to 

explore and enjoy. 

In 2010, Kitchener Public Library was the beneficiary of 

substantial community generosity. Many of you elected to 

give to the Central Library fundraising campaign. Others 

designated gifts to a particular department within the 

Library. No matter what aspect of KPL you're passionate 

about giving to, we thank you for your kind support.

Sincerely,

  

Making Campaign History

     In February of 2010, Christie Canada made a gift of $25,000. This donation not only marked 

the first major gift of the campaign, it signalled that leaders of this community support the 

efforts of Kitchener Public Library. 

Sonia Lewis, CEODan Carli, Board Chair

evolve. literally. Campaign Update

Since the evolve. literally. fundraising campaign was 

introduced to the public in April 2010, the people and 

businesses of Kitchener have demonstrated that the 

valuable role KPL has in this city is not taken for granted.  

The campaign was designed to exhibit the tremendous 

support that this community has for the library, and that 

the decision to move forward with the renovation and 

expansion of the Central Library was a wise investment by 

our local leaders. 

Renowned American anthropologist Margaret Mead once 

said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the 

only thing that ever has.” KPL's small, but growing group 

of committed donors will have a big impact on the future 

of public library services offered in this city for years to 

come. 

Kitchener Public Library is about so much more than loaned 

materials. The public library of today is a warm, welcoming 

place where people of all walks of life come to explore their 

potential through reading, interactive workshops, research 

services, social activities, early literacy development 

programs…the possibilities are endless. The rejuvenated 

Central Library will offer you and your neighbours an even 

greater space in which to imagine, discover, and connect. 

Because of your generosity, I am pleased to inform you that 

the campaign exceeded its 2010 target of $100,000. With 

your help, we will soon reach our campaign goal of $500,000 

and celebrate the milestone together. 

Thank you for giving to Kitchener Public Library in 2010!

Sincerely,

     Paul Dickson, Campaign Manager

In a significant show of support for Kitchener Public Library, 

Christie Digital Systems Canada Inc., a global leader of visual 

display technologies based in Kitchener, made campaign history 

by becoming its first major donor. 

Before campaign efforts formalized, Christie Canada's President, 

Gerry Remers, was interested in learning more about the 

fundraising efforts in support of the Central Library project.  

Gerry recognizes the crucial role that public libraries have in our 

communities, and that many employees of Christie Canada live in 

Kitchener and use the services of KPL. In fact, Gerry is a long time 

KPL customer, and because they live nearby, his family often 

visits the Main Library on Queen Street. Thanks to this firsthand 

knowledge of KPL's unique programs, he understands that the 

Central Library project is an important undertaking that will 

benefit the people and businesses of Kitchener for many years. 

In February of 2010, Christie Canada made a gift of $25,000. This 

donation not only marked the first major gift of the campaign, it 

signalled that leaders of this community support the efforts of 

Kitchener Public Library. 

For more information on Christie, please visit 

www.christiedigital.com



 Shortly after settling into her new home, 

Ann Marie made a visit to KPL. Immediately, 

she “knew it was a very special place, so 

warm and welcoming”. 

Ann Marie Kennaley, Dedicated Volunteer and Donor

Donors who gave $50 - $149

Abrahim, Sandra and Eliaho
Allen, Denise T
Allensen, Reta
Ashley, Yvonne
Ball-Pyatt, Karen
Bitzer, Barbara
Boich, Eli
Brouwer, Joachim
Brum, Frances and Earl
Buhr, Karen
Campbell, Craig and Jane  
Campbell, Mary Ellen
Chisholm, Karen
Colussi, Janice
Croal, Lillian
Croth, Leonard
Curry, Julie
Daley, Helen  
Davis, Jean  
Day, Bernice
Derbecker, Martha
Doerksen, Leona
Donaldson, David and Kathleen  
Dramnitzki, Lynn
Dyce, Dale and Rose
Erb, Gordon
Erb, Sherry  
Franzen, Henry and Judy
Fry, Cynthia
Gibbons, Natalie
Gibson, Neil R
Green, Connie and Roger
Harding, Jane
Hoffman, Susan  

Hornett, Arthur C
Hummel, Rick and Kim
Janke, Harry and Edith 
Jantzi, Sherri
Jewett, Sarah and Jeff  
Jones, Elizabeth
Junker, Karen
Kawalec, Carol
Kirker, Alan
Klawitter, Randy and Denise  
KPL Staff Association
Kreamer, Liana
Kruger, H. B.
Lee, Karen  
Lehman, R. Margaret  
Lemay, Claude
Lewis, Margaret  
Lindsay, Maxine  
McConnell, Gordon and Frances
McDonald, Isabella
Mendes, Brian and Wilma
Meyer, Janet
Mills, Richard
Morgan, Sue
Moses, Sue
Mosgrove, Jim and Norma  
Nelmes, Janet
Palmer, Lisa
Pappert, Mary
Pare, Francois and Margaret
Parkes, Judy
Paschert-Ward, Dani
Psutka, Lise
Rahm, Robert and Lea  

Reynolds, Robert and Doris
Roach, Glenn
Roes, Marion
Sage, Sheila
Saliwonchyk, Beverley
Schnarr, Chris
Schumacher, Patti
Shaw, Marion C
Sibley, Valerie
Slater, Meg  
Smith, Lori
Stainton, Karen
Stevenson & Hunt Staff Association
Sylvester, Mr. and Mrs. R.
Taylor, Sandra
Telfer, Kathy  
Thomson, Bill and Joanne
Tilson, Jeannie
Tompson, Lorne
Tumir, Vaska
Valbracht-Hamilton, Debbie
Van de Kamer, Paul
Van Lingen, Marg
Ward, Judy  
Weber, Mark
Weckman, Eleanor
Weylie, Christina
Whaley, John and Diana  
Wigle, Shirley E
Woeller, Richard  
Wood, Ann
Woodley, Don and Patricia
Zettler, Shelley  

19 Anonymous

Silver 
Donors who gave $10 - $49

Akhtari, M Hadi

Armstrong, Joan Mary

Beliaeff, Judith

Bliss, Priscilla

Boisvert, Denise

Breen, Anna

Breen, Steve and Cornelia

Clements, Erika

Cook, Tracy

Costelec, Jean

Curtis, Tracy and Gary

Desloges, Carol and Paul

Dube, Gaston and Ray

Dunn, Barbara L

Ewald, Dennis and Wilma 

Fun Loving Retirees Interested In

Hanley, Mary

Hobbs, Dorothy A

Hoffarth, Betty

Houde, Phina

Jacoby, Wilf and Bev

Laszlo, Irene

Lech, John

Macleod, Barry

McNeil, Allan

Meyer, Bruce and Christine

Miller, Diane and Larry 

Morscher, Sheila and Art

Norman, William

O'Donnell, Tara

Olah, Christine and Csaba

Parker, Shirley, Bob and Andrew

Penteker, Judith

Pfeffer, Jane

Ricci, Alex

Rupert, Erin

Rys, Joe

Sanders, Jennifer

Schenk, Betty  

Schmitt, Rosemary  

Shoniker, TJ

Simmons, Don

Smith, Mary and Ross

Springer, Chris  

Stahle, Sylvia

Taylor, Olga

Tremble, Dave and Trudy

Westmount Golf & Country Club

Wilson, Dave and Joan

Woodhouse, Al and Anna

Ziegler, Beatrice

17 Anonymous

Moving to a new city, particularly as a newlywed, is a daunting 

experience. If the pressure of unpacking, connecting utilities, 

charting unfamiliar surroundings, and linking with new 

doctors, dentists and so on isn't enough, there's the 

formidable task of  establishing a fresh social network. 

Kitchener Public Library volunteer and donor Ann Marie 

Kennaley faced these inevitable hurdles when she and her 

husband William settled in this city in 1966. KPL is one 

organization where Ann Marie began planting roots in the 

community. 

Shortly after settling into her new home, Ann Marie made a 

visit to KPL. Immediately, she “knew it was a very special 

place, so warm and welcoming.” 

Giving back to the organization that helped her feel welcome in 

Kitchener, Ann Marie was appointed to the KPL Board of Trustees. 

She served on the Board, including two terms as Chair, from 1986-

1994.

In 1994, Ann Marie and other KPL supporters recognized an 

opportunity to establish a way for people in this community to give 

financially to their library. That year, the KPL Foundation was born. 

Ann Marie has remained a Foundation Director since that time, and 

has served as President and Vice President over the seventeen year 

span. 

Ann Marie has not only been a committed volunteer, she and 

William are also generous donors. They give to “ensure the 

continuation of a strong library service in this community.” 

Bronze 



Comfort In Mom's Voice

Donors who gave or pledged $25,000 or more

Christie Digital Systems Canada Inc.

 
Donors who gave or pledged $10,000 - $24,999

Lewis, Sonia and Tony

 
Donors who gave or pledged $5000 - $9999

Carli, Dan
Metcalfe, Murray

 

Donors who gave $2500 - $4999

Pardys, Lindsey and John-eric
Waterloo - Wellington Autism Services

Donors who gave $1000 - $2499

Allan, Patricia

Doon Pioneer Park Community Association

Dunham, Bryan & Maryann  

Estate of Eleanor Proctor

Glenn-Graham, Beverley and Dan

Hagenhofer, W  

Hobson, Richard and Penny

Kiwanis Club of Kitchener-Waterloo

MacNeil, Bruce and Margaret

Manulife Financial Helping Hands Program

Songhurst, Ruth

Waterloo Historical Society

Donors who gave $500 - $999

Horlor, Ksavera 
2 Anonymous

For most of us, it's unfathomable. Being away from our 

loved ones over the holidays. Imagine, if you can, being 

separated from your young children as they spend the 

most magical time of year in the care of relatives or 

foster families. 

For many of the women incarcerated at the Grand 

Valley Institution for Women, missing the milestones in 

the lives of their little ones is an unfortunate 

consequence of the missteps for which they've been 

sentenced to time apart from society. In fact, 75% of 

the institution's women are mothers of young children, 

upwards of 20% are grandmothers. 

Each Fall since 1998, ten women are selected from 

many applicants, to participate in a Kitchener Public 

Library sponsored program that connects them with their 

little ones in a meaningful way. The nominated women 

are given an opportunity to do something most parents 

take for granted, a chance to read to their children. 

KPL staff make a video recording of mothers reading 

Robert Munsch's heart-warming tale Love You Forever. 

The resulting DVD, along with a copy of the book, are 

delivered to children in time for Christmas. The important 

bond between mother and child is, at least in a small way, 

maintained through this gesture. Children receiving the 

recording find comfort in their mother's voice and the 

personal significance of the story.  

Program preparation, which in many cases means 

brushing up on reading skills and learning to read in front 

of cameras, takes several weeks.  When the big day 

arrives, a great camaraderie can be witnessed amongst 

participants as they encourage one another and assist 

each other in dressing for the part. The gratitude to 

Kitchener Public Library and program volunteers is 

overwhelming. 

Thanks in part to the generous support of our donors, KPL 

reaches out to the community beyond our walls. The 

impact of your gifts is significant - just ask the hundreds 

of families who have had a brighter holiday because of 

our partnership with the Grand Valley Institution for 

Women. 

     Each Fall since 1998, 

ten women are selected 

from many applicants, to 

participate in a Kitchener 

Public Library sponsored 

program that connects 

them with their little ones 

in a meaningful way.

Ambassador

Proponent

Advocate

Builder

Leader 

Platinum 

Gold

In 2010, KPL received memorial 

donations in honour of the following 

individuals. Our sincere condolences 

are extended to their loved ones.  

Ruth Craig

Nancy Fortier-Reeve

Susan L. Friesen

Marleen Lody Kawalec

Pauline Margison

Cari Petrie

Eleanor Proctor

Dorothy Russell

Donors who gave $150 - $499

Ariss, Gordon  

Arndt, John

Balch, Lesa

Budan, Darla

Castello, Joseph  

Dickson, Paul

Follows, Ted and Susan  

Fullerton, Anne

Greganti, Patricia  

Harrison, Susan and Fred

Isley, John and Jackie

Kennaley, Ann Marie and William  

KPL Staff Dress Down Day

Lorch, Albert  

Malleck, Geoff and Betty Ann

Matthews, Barbara and Lynn  

Posendorf, Andrea Betty

Robertson, James and Janice

Schmitt, Michael  

Stein Fremmerlid & Associates Ltd.

Stoer, Brigitte

Westfall, David

4 Anonymous

In Memorium

Sincere thanks to all 2010 
Kitchener Public Library donors:
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