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Downtown Kitchener

Civic District: imagine the possibilities
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master plan —a long-term initiative that will transform the district into a dynamic
center of arts, culture and educational apportunities {or both downtown Kitchener
and the entire region,

The Civie [hstrict area in downtown Kitchener is bordered by CQueen, Ellen,
Frederick and Weber streets. This area is already home to Centre in the Square,
Kitchener Public Library (KPLY, the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery and the
Registry Theatre and has all the ingredients to become a central hub for the arts and
culture in the region.
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people's lives and foster broader, more creative community imteraction

Part of the vision and master ]Jhu will include an expansion of the KPL main
library, as well as the city’s approved plan to build a 412-space underground parking
structure heneath the KPL's eXpansion area. This project will he |l||'|t‘||._‘-'[:| via a
J.aal'murxhip with the provinee ol Ontario, the RL'glnh of Waterloo and KPL.

The Civic District visioning team undertook a pablic vision process in 2007 that
included surveys, focus groups, public meetings and a design charette, where city
residents were invited to identify new oppor tunities for programming and land uses
in the Civie District.

Stall will continue to work with the Civic Tistrict 1.'1'x|un1'|'|gr team to move the
project forward through the development of business cases, community
partnerships, and a proposed model that will include funding opportunitics [or the
implementation of the master plan

For more information on downtown events,
or to sign up for the Downtown E-News,
go to www.downtownkitchener.ca

Sale of Centre Block another
step in downtown revitalization

The vision of a Trt|f".'|.,'|¢;pi:n:| Centre
Rlock in downtown Kitchener moved
another step closer to reality as council
recently endarsed the agreement of
purchase and sale for the property.

Tl'n;‘ I.'It". has now offic |.3]|1, entered into
the agreement with Andrin Investments
Limited — the site deve loper selected in
2007 after extensive public consulation
about their vision and plans for the block,
Andrin Limited has had positive
redevelopment experiences in downtown
Kitchener in the past with their
redevelopment of the former Kaufman
Footwear factory into residential lofts.

Andrin's rﬂ.'l.n-i for the Centre Block site
include:

& A mixed-use residential and
commercial ]un]:]ing with 385 residential
s |ru'.11c~-.] m bwo towers and three
four-storey podium |:n||r|t||11m1 truntlnl_ an
King, Y-:)unn and Duke streets:

& 10,000 sq [t of retail |:rn|1.1ing on
Kin;__{ Street:

® A three level parking structure of
which the city will own the top deck
consisting of 200-230 public parking
spaces;

® A publicly accessible open
space/court yared that will be located in
the centre of the development on top of
the parking structure,

* Redevelopment of heritage
propertics ncluding the former Maylair
Hotel and 156-158 King Street.

*Andrin’s proposal 1o redevelop Centre
Block delivers on all ol the things we as a
ity saiel we wanted on that block when
this project began,” said Rod Regier, the
L'“_‘g."." executive director ol economic
development, “And, in addition 10
e ng the community's vision for the
block, in Andtin we have [ound a private-
sector partner that has proven its ability to
get the job done well, and has the
conlidence and ability w invest
substantially in our downtown”

The nesotiations of the new agreement
hetween the city and Andrin involved two
real-estate appraisals and a detailed
residual land valuation by a national real
estate valuation firm.

-’u]dﬂmn.alh the process was overseen
by the city's fairness advisor, Dr. James
McKellar, director of the real property
program at York University and a national
v:ﬁpu':rl. in puhliu.' private parinerships.

With this agreement, the city achieves a
fair price for the Cemre Block lands and
]1-ui|t|i|'|g.-; and the ]3.11'king it will purchase
from Andrin, Andrin obtains an excellent
redevelopment site al a cost that allows jt
to earn a reasonable rate of return.

While the rede '.nrlnprmm al the h-:nl:tm
]unlrllnLq had been included as the third
phase of Andrin's urngmnl proposal to the
ol ¥y the W :I.gT:TTI‘IL"I\'I I1'||:'|l:|t‘|.l.“'i
amendments designed to fast track the
redevelopment of those |'.|1|iJ:|1'11g5.

Their ru:tlm'fhm]'.umrnl is now considered
a separale phase 1o be completed
concurrently with the residential and
retail elements of Centre Block,

Andrin has agreed 1o begin to actively
seck opporiunities o find a partner who
would redevelop the hrr11.1‘:_:[c properties
quickly.

Auddditionally, Andrin will be working
with the city, the Downiown Kitchener
Business Jrnprm‘ﬂm'n'l Association (BIA)
and several local building owners o
explore opportunitics to redevelop the
hu:rnngr properties faster

A new liaison committee im']ul:]ing
representatives [rom Andrin, the city and
the Downtown Kitchener BIA continues
to meet to explore any issues related to
this site.

A |1rnjt'|.'r. sales office and model suite

will be constructed on the site ]'.-_1.' .“l.ug‘. 31,
20010,

For more information about the project,
vigit www downtownkitchener.ca




