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Underground parking lot to be bui

Possible tundmg partner: -1|1.L|'.|~ with the Province of Ontario,
the Re aion of Waterloo and the Kitchener |:uh]11. |Il:r.1r1.
(KPL) motivated the city councillors to recently endor se a
plan e baild an $18.5 million umclergrounid ]utkln;.__\
structure on (ecen Street North, in the heart of the Civic
Dhistrict.

‘ ‘ There are extraordinary ideas in the
works for the Civic District...,”

= Rod Regier,

axecutive director of ecanamic developiment,

City af Kitchener

The new parking structure, to be located under the KPL's
future expansion area, will .;nmphtnm.nr the luture vision for
the Civic District — the arca bordered by Queen, Ellen
Frederick and Weber streets — as a centre of cultural and
ciducational life in the cimmmunity a concet that has been
supported by a number of community stakeholders.,

“There are 50 many extraordinary l(:IL.'IS in the works for the
Civie District — initiatives that will round out the existing
selection of celtural and educational epportunities in the
area,” said Rod Regier, the city's executive director of
economic development, "Hay ing adequate ]nrking to
support this vision is essential in ensuring its foture success”

Three separate developments in and around the Civie
District have created a demand for p;.rl:ing that cannot be
met within ecach individual t]a‘.t‘cl:]]‘rm{:nt.

The expansion of the KPFL will create the need for 112
parking spaces; the new provincial courthouse, to be
constructed at the corner of Frederick and Weber strects,

will TL~{|ui:rL' JOHD stalf Farl;ing_ spaces; ane the expansion of
thie rl.'gmrl s offices into the u:Llr.ll'l cotrthonse |'ILII|1J.lI'.I'=!' will
create a demand for an additional 100 SPACES,

While some of the city's surlace parking lots in the area, as
well as nearby on-street parking will offer a combination of
both short-term and Jong-term monthly spaces For users of
these facilities, they are also heavily use d with CCCUANCY
reac |1.|ni' 85 to 100 per cent each weekday,

In addition, evening use by events at the nearby Centre in
the Square genevate a de mand that often fills all existing
spRCes andd hl'll”.h into the adjacent re ssidential mlghlmm hoad,

“We have a number of |1ar|;ir|g |_'|1a||l.'ngl.'.- in aned around the
devwntown area, when it comes to accommeadation,” said
Jolm McBride, the city's director of oansportation planning,
“Building a new under nTrnunuI structure of this size will Iw|p
alleviate some of that pressure and provide drivers with a
central location to leave their vehicles when they visit the
dosmronn area”

With the Support of the dtv's finance and ¢ ‘orporate
services committee, city stalf will now enter into letters of
understanding to lll:ln'il'lli.lﬂ.":r support the project, with: the
provinee, in the amount of $7 million; the region, in the
amnoumt of 54,5 million, and the KPL, in the amount of
$4 845 million, which will come out of the library's existng
central |||11';1r|\' ]}I‘LIiL'L'L l'.\udg_c'l. ’

Such suppHrt would |'|1'm'1'1|r. a .l.ignilh'ant and sulficient
tinancial contribution, allowing the net revenues [rom the
facility's wser fees to pay lor its operating costs, and the
m.l]rl'l 1T'm of its de 'I.L'II:I]'FF'II{ nt oosts,

LUI!I.\I.‘I uction of the parLlnE_ pgarage is set to begin in 2000
and wrap up in 2012 in co-ordination with the thr:Lr_r
expansion and the antivipated opening of the new provincial
courthouse

It in Civic District

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT - The City of Kitchener is
hoping to partner with the province and region to
build an underground parking garage at Kitchener
Public Library expansion site.



