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The message is clear:
“Go Big or Go Home”
by Julia Browne

Kitchener has come one exciting step closer to realizing its vision
for a dynamic, revitalized Civic District. If all goes according to the
Vision and Master Plan revealed at the Open House on April 7th, the
area bordered by Queen, Frederick, Ellen and Weber streets will be
transformed into a delightful mix of urban green space and grouping
of arts, cultural, civic and educational venues.
The Open House displayed the outcome of two years of surveys,

focus groups, public meetings with community and neighbourhood
associations, and design brainstorming initiated by partner groups
Kitchener Public Library, Centre In The Square, Kitchener-Waterloo
Art Gallery and Registry Theatre. The specific purpose of this view-
ing stage was to double check that City Planners had understood and
were implementing the wishes of the public.
What the public demanded was “Go Big or Go Home” - imagina-

tive, innovative places to learn, walk and play, and enjoy culture and
entertainment.
The City responded with design guidelines that aimed for flexible

use buildings, bold architecture,  well-landscaped pathways, green
spaces and urban squares, and the use of top quality materials. Those
guidelines became the basis for a charette process which brought
together 40 - 50 members of the community with design profession-
als. 
“What we've come up with,” says Jamie Grant, General Manager

of Centre in the Square, “is dreams of what it could be; if you don't
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“ a downtown common place”

have dreams, you don't get what you want.” 
One plan envisioned a raised building that con-

nected the various buildings; others saw that join-
ing element as a podium, pathway or urban space
with shops/mews on either side. The common ideas
have been encapsulated into a final master plan.
That plan can now progress to attracting new

partners and users into the district, including educa-
tional. 
“If there's a university or college program that's

somewhat related, outlines Cory Bluhm, Urban
Investment Advisor for Kitchener's Economic
Development, “we'll see if we can't find an educa-
tional partner to bring programming to the spaces.” 
Revitalizing the Civic District has been on the

books since the 1960s.
“The visions were quite dramatic,” says Rod

Regier, Executive Director of Economic
Development for the City of Kitchener,  “straight
out of the Jetsons – quite ambitious and futuristic,
with no cars on the surface.”
Back then, as today, underground parking is a

major component to the quality of life in the down-
town district. While budget restraints didn't allow
for its realization 50 years ago, a consortium has
been formed between the province, region and the
library board to design a 400-space, 3-level subter-
ranean facility under KPL and topped by a green
space.
Overhauling KPL is first on the agenda. The

1962 building will be completely renovated and
expanded by 25,000 sq. feet, further enhancing it as
a major technology and education hub.  Its CEO,
Sonia Lewis, emphasizes the library's part of the
whole. 
“The goal is to make this district a destination,”

she says. “People will come and visit the library

and other experiences like concerts and cafes but
there can be many other things at this point because
we're still in the visioning stage.”  
The selection process for an architect should be

finished by June, with construction slated to begin
summer 2010.
The Centre in the Square’s Jamie Grant is look-

ing forward to sharing mutually beneficial ameni-
ties, including the possibility of a hotel.  
“If someone says they are coming for the library

or art gallery, they discover Centre in the Square
and vice versa. So what we need is a confluence of
people so that the district can be animated 365
nights a year. That's the hope.” 
Included in that mix of people should be working

artists and arts organizations, says Martin de Groot,
Executive Director of the Regional Arts Council.
Also project manager for the region's network of
arts organizations, de Groot welcomes the Civic
District development as a means of bringing the
area groups together.
“All of them exist as if in isolation, yet all with-

in walking distance, but they might as well be one
hundred miles apart,” he says. 
The timeline for completing the Civic District

can be compared to the multi-generational process,
similar, says Rod Regier, to great works in cities
such as Milan. With five to six projects on the table,
each taking five years from conception to comple-
tion, the adventure will be in watching the transfor-
mation of Kitchener's core.
The public can still comment on the Vision and

Master Plan or request placement on the mailing
list for upcoming surveys through Penny-Lynn
Fielding, Manager of Strategic Planning and
Projects, at pfielding@kpl.org.

Tell us a story in 75 words. Tell us the story of
that senior or adult 50+ you know, who is active in
their community, or who is setting an example for
others by the unpaid work they do.
That’s the invitation of the Mayor’s Advisory

Council for Kitchener Seniors (MACKS) and the
City of Kitchener as they seek nominations for the
annual Salute to Seniors celebration on Thursday,
June 18, at 7 p.m., at Kitchener City Hall Rotunda.
Deadline for nominations is May 11.
“It amazes me every year, not just how much the

honourees do for others, but also how our commu-
nities would suffer without their participation,”
says Mayor Carl Zehr. “It’s an inspiration to me,
and it’s obvious others around them feel the
same.”
Salute to Seniors recognizes all nominees, not

just a select few, but honourees are selected on a
first-come, first-serve basis. Nominees can be indi-
viduals, groups or teams, and candidates must be

aged 50 and older, and have contributed to improv-
ing their community through their actions or initia-
tives.
Salute to Seniors takes place Thursday, June 18

at 7 p.m. in the Rotunda at Kitchener City Hall.
The event is free but seating is limited to the hon-
orees and their guests. Refreshments will follow
the ceremony.
For more information visit www.kitchener.ca or

call 519-741-2507.
Background
MACKS provides a representative voice for sen-

iors in the Kitchener community. The group advis-
es city council on issues related to seniors in our
community and provides a link to local, provincial
and national senior organizations. MACKS pro-
motes the positive image of adults 55 years and
older in our community and recognizes their con-
tributions by organizing the Salute to Seniors
annual event.

Still time to nominate for
Salute to Seniors
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