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The District 
�

Bounded by Weber Street, Queen Street, Ellen Street and Frederick Street,  
the Civic District is located in the Downtown Kitchener, between the neighbourhoods of  

Civic District (also known as Olde Berlin Towne) and Central Frederick. 
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A New Vision for the Civic District 
�

Imagine a dynamic district for the arts, showcasing world renowned public art exhibitions, theatre and music!   
 

Imagine a new, multi-purpose arts facility like no other, combining academic art institutes with design studios!   
 

Imagine an inclusive arts scene featuring community art displays and performances!   
 

Imagine an enriched learning environment for all, centred around a state-of-the-art library! 
 

Imagine a lushly landscaped district, bold architecture, stunning vistas and outdoor amphitheatres! 
 

But above all, imagine a people place like no other, where theatre goers can swap stories while overlooking a beautiful 
park…where artists and business leaders can come together…where creative thinkers can share insight… and where the 

young minds of tomorrow will find the inspiration to dream, and to know that anything in life is possible!  
 

Imagine the possibilities…imagine the potential of the Civic District! 

IMAGE: Janet Morton, Overgrown, 2007, mixed media, installation dimensions vary. Image is courtesy of the artist.  Photo: KJ Bedford, KW|AG. 
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Why the Civic District 
�

The Civic District has all the right ingredients to become the centre of arts and culture in Waterloo Region: 
 

�  Strategically located in Downtown Kitchener. 
�  At the centre of Waterloo Region’s 500,000+ residents. 

�  Immediately surrounded by more than 75 practising artists and arts organizations, dozens of restaurants within 
walking distance, and the Region’s largest financial, business and employment centre. 

�  Home to 4,000 works of art, showcasing leading Canadian artists. 
�  2,390 seats in three different performance spaces, including the acoustically perfect Raffi Armenian Theatre.  

�  Home to more than 200 performances every year in theatre, music, dance, comedy, literary and more.  
�  One of the Region’s largest single collections of books, magazines, multimedia and electronic content. 

 
The District already houses four of Waterloo Region’s cultural cornerstones: 

 
Centre In The Square: Experience. Explore. Engage. 

 
An acoustical and architectural jewel, the Centre In The Square is one of North America’s most expansive, multi-purpose 

halls. The 2,047 seat theatre, equipped with state-of-the-art sound, lights and theatrical systems, offers exceptional, 
unobstructed views of the stage from any seat in the house.  

Centre In The Square serves as a presenter of its own entertainment series (Great Canadian Play, Family Fun, Comedy, 
Broadway and more). It is home to the Grand Philharmonic Choir and the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony.  Each year, 

thousands of patrons participate in the sounds and sights of Centre In The Square.  As well, the Centre In The Square 
acts as a rental facility for professional and non-profit presenters, local arts organizations and community groups.  

The live experience is powerful.  The chance to explore is invaluable. To be engaged opens doors to hearts and minds.  
 

The Centre In The Square, with years of rich history in its past is also a future memorable experience waiting to happen! 
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Kitchener Public Library: The Intellectual Centre o f the City 
 

Kitchener Public Library (KPL) connects the community to a world of imagination, information and discovery.  The Library 
is a cornerstone of lifelong learning, skills development and opportunity in today’s knowledge-based economy.   

 
A planned renovation and expansion will re-establish the Main Library as a community hub of technology, learning and 

interaction.  Providing a welcoming and accessible physical and virtual environment that attracts visitors from all walks of 
life, a renovated and expanded central library will surely be a dynamic destination in a vibrant Civic District.   

 
The Kitchener Public Library makes a positive impact on people’s lives by providing a gathering place to learn, grow, 

explore and share ideas.  Come Imagine Discover Connect. 
 

Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery: Connecting People a nd Ideas Through Art 
 

For the last 50 years, the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery (KW|AG) has brought the vitality, imagination and creativity of 
the visual arts to this Region and adjacent counties.  The area’s largest public art gallery, KW|AG is the proud caretaker of 

a 4,000 work permanent collection, a treasured public resource for all and future generations. 
 

The Gallery presents approximately 15 exhibitions a year and provides comprehensive programs for all ages and a broad 
range of audiences.  The Gallery plays a vital role in building connections between the artistic community and the public, 

through in-gallery exhibitions, artistic projects created specifically for online viewing, education and outreach. 
 

The Gallery emphasizes exhibitions that reflect on issues and themes that have meaning for the communities we serve 
and provides a link to the global world of art and ideas. 

 
Registry Theatre: Displaying Local Culture and Tale nt 

 
The Registry Theatre is home to talented entertainers, world-class performers, local professional artists and community 
groups.  From dance to jazz, poetry to plays, you will find your place within our doors.  The Registry Theatre exists as a 

venue for community organizations looking for affordable, intimate theatre space.  The theatre is home to a variety of 
production companies including, JM Drama, Lost & Found Theatre, MT Space and Poor Tom Productions.   

 
A ticket buys much more than a seat to a show – it is a passport to an experience unlike any other.  Come experience the 

culture and talent Kitchener-Waterloo has to offer. 
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Guiding Principles 
�

In fostering a dynamic Civic District, we are committed to the following: 
 

Think Big, Do it Right! 
 

For the Civic District to become world-class requires a rich context that will promote imagination, innovation, lofty goals and 
a willingness to think big.  Careful, thoughtful planning and a commitment to nothing short of excellence, will turn big ideas 

into successful results.    
 

Centre for the Arts 
 

The Civic District is now, and should continue to grow as, the centre of arts and culture for Waterloo Region.  As such, arts 
and culture related programming should be one of the main focuses of new uses, programs or buildings introduced into the 
block.  Diversifying the range and type of arts and culture programming will help the Civic District become accessible to all.  

 
Enrich Lives, Inspire Greatness 

 

The basic human objectives of the District are to offer an experience that can educate and enrich people’s lives, while 
encouraging self-exploration and self-expression.   Providing opportunities for cultural learning, interaction and expression 

in an inclusive manner may inspire the next Jane Urquhart, Jill Hennessy or Jim Balsillie.  
 

Create a ‘Third Place’ 
 

Home place and workplace will have a new partner – community place.  The Civic District will strive to create a variety of 
places and spaces that foster broader, more creative community interaction.  Parks, plazas, meeting places and cafes are a 

sample of the types of social venues which act as a third place, enabling civic engagement, the exchange of ideas, etc.  
 

Build Partnerships 
 

It takes a community to build a centre for the arts.  Artistic and creative fluorescence occurs in environments where ideas 
flow freely across many sectors.  Thus, the development of the Civic District must involve partnerships between cultural 

organizations, the business community, the educational community, government and citizens.  Within the District, 
partnerships between organizations can lead to enhanced programming.    
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Design Principles 
�

To think big and do it right, all new developments, building renovations, park enhancements and streetscape improvements 
should strive to meet the following high level design principles (in addition to the existing City of Kitchener design policies): 

 
Quality! Quality! Quality! 

 
As a showcase of the region’s cultural identity, the Civic District should achieve nothing less than aesthetic excellence.  

High quality design using high quality materials can create a high quality experience. 
 

Smart, Versatile and Sustainable Design 
 

New developments need to be flexible enough to respond to future changes in use, programming, lifestyle and 
demography.  This means creating flexibility in the use of buildings and public space while designing for energy and 

resource efficiency. 
 

Bold, Creative Architecture 
 

The District’s current collection of distinct architecture provides a showcase of both historic and modern architecture.  New 
buildings should strive to make similar bold and creative statements which, whether liked or disliked, inspire conversation 

and debate. 
 

A Coordinated Square of Buildings, Pathways and Pub lic Spaces 
 

To create a true urban square, the District’s many buildings need to be connected physically and visually through well-
landscaped and clearly defined pathways.  A variety of public spaces (green parkettes, urban plazas, etc.) should become 

essential elements of any new building, streetscape or site development. 
 

Hidden Parking 
 

Over time, existing surface parking lots should be replaced through less intrusive means, either underground or in well-
designed, hidden structures. 
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Left:  grand 
promenade  along 
Otto Street; central 
pathway through 
the District. 

Design Specifics 
�

When redesigning portions of the Civic District, the following specific design objectives should be considered: 
 

�  Make strong, integrated connections with surrounding neighbourhoods and the downtown.  The scale of new buildings along Queen 
Street should respect the scale of the adjacent neighbourhood; 

 
�  Align and redesign Otto Street to create a grand promenade, providing a stunning entrance to Centre In The Square and future 

developments,  while offering a clear view towards Suddaby School; 
 

�  Enhance way-finding by: providing a clearly defined central pedestrian pathway through the District, from Weber Street, past the KPL, to 
the Centre In The Square; ensure entry points to buildings and access points for parking are clearly identified; enhance existing public 

spaces and entrances; and, integrate creative/artistic way-finding signs where appropriate. 
 

�  Retain large portions of Civic District park, while allowing new development to better frame the park; 
 

�  Increase and coordinate landscaping throughout the District -  by increasing green space along pathways, on rooftops, etc.; 
 

�  If possible, an outdoor amphitheatre(s) should be introduced into the District; 
 

�  Incorporate active commercial uses (restaurants, coffee shops, retail, etc.) along the ground floor of buildings.  Design buildings which 
encourage indoor uses to flow outdoors and encourage activity and social interaction in outdoor public spaces; 

 
�  As part of the design of any new building or public space, and in consultation with local advisory committees, review opportunities to 

improve barrier-free accessibility and integrate CPTED principles (crime prevention through environmental design). 
 

Left:  main park 
spaces and urban 
squares. 
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Implementation 
�

To achieve the objectives of the Civic District vision and design principles, the Civic District Partners, in collaboration with the City of 
Kitchener, should consider the following: 

 
�  Continue with the planned renovation and expansion of the KPL main branch, funded through the City of Kitchener Economic 

Development Investment Fund; 
 

�  Continue with the planned partnership for the development of underground parking solutions below the future expansion of the KPL; 
 

�  Explore funding opportunities and partnerships for the development of an urban square between the KPL and Regional Administration 
building, and a central pedestrian pathway between the KPL and Centre In The Square; 

 
�  Continue with the planned short-term enhancements of two existing parking lots, by the City’s Parking Operations; 

 
�  Reserve Redevelopment Block ‘A’ to provide an opportunity to explore options for developing a new gallery and/or other 

cultural/educational entities complementary to the Civic District vision; 
 

�  Explore partnership opportunities with post-secondary educational institutes for the development of new facilities on Redevelopment 
Block ‘B’; 

 
�  Consider long-term private-sector partnership opportunities for the development of supportive uses (such as residential, hotel, etc.) on 

Redevelopment Blocks ‘C’ and ‘D’; 
 

�  In partnership with the City’s Engineering Services, Community Services and the neighbourhood, develop a streetscape plan and capital 
budget fund for Otto Street, including design guidelines for Redevelopment Blocks ‘C’ and ‘D’, and Parking Lot 14;  

 
�  In partnership with the City’s Community Services, explore the possibility of developing a coordinated open space master plan, 

landscaping standards and capital budget fund for all parks, green spaces and urban squares in the Civic District; 
 

�  In consultation with municipal public art committees, develop a coordinated approach to public art in the Civic District (ex: preferred 
locations, type, process, etc.); and, 

 
�  Explore sustainable funding sources for all types of programming.  Explore funding opportunities for improved way-finding, public art and 

furnishings.  
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Conceptual Long Term Plan 
�

 
 

1) Planned renovation and expansion of the KPL main branch, including underground parking. 

2) Redevelopment Block ‘A’ – location to be reserved for a potential new cultural/educational entity. 

3) Redevelopment Block ‘B’ – location to be reserved for potential future education facility, office building, or civic use. 

4) Redevelopment Blocks ‘C’ and ‘D’ – locations to be reserved for potential future supportive uses or the expansion of existing uses.  

5) Potential streetscape enhancements to create a grand promenade along Otto Street and the future conversion of Parking Lot 14 to 

park space or an urban square. 

6) Potential new central pathway and new urban square with underground parking. 
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Conceptual Phase 1 Plan 
�

 

����

1) Planned renovation and expansion of the KPL main branch, including underground parking. 

2) Potential new urban square with underground parking 

3) Potential new central pathway connecting the KPL with Centre in the Square. 

4) Potential modifications to Parking Lot 19 to accommodate urban square and central pathway.  
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