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KPL Foundation congratulates the Kitchener Public Library on its 125th anniver-
sary!  Here are some of the exciting initiatives that the Foundation has supported 
during this special year: 
 

�x��The Edna Staebler Writer-In-Residence program received extra funding to 
attract the award-winning author, Nino Ricci. Nino’s residency experienced 
unprecedented success and provided aspiring writers with an opportunity to 
learn more about the craft of writing and publishing. 

�x��Thanks to the generous support of the Kiwanis Club of Kitchener-Waterloo 
and the Foundation, KPL was able to offer the Parent Links to Literacy pro-
gram at the Grand Valley Institute for Women. This program provides fe-
male inmates with the opportunity to communicate and bond with their chil-
dren through books. KPL received the Angus Mowat Award of Excellence 
for excellence in public library service earlier this year. 

�x��KPL’s mascot was recently enhanced and the new costume was officially 
unveiled at this year’s Kidspark festival to the delight of thousands of chil-
dren. K.P. Owl is a great ambassador for KPL and the new mascot will at-
tract attention at family and children’s events for years to come. 

 
Your support allows us to enhance vital library services within our community.  
Become a friend of KPL and donate today! 
 
Sherry Erb 
President 

Dear Friends of KPL: 

 

In September, one person decided to host her own fundraiser for the 
Kitchener Public Library Foundation.  Friends and family were invited to 
support the KPL Foundation at an Alice-in-Wonderland inspired tea 
Party. The Queen of Hearts, Mad Hatter, White Rabbit, Tweedle Dee and 
Tweedle Dum, Cheshire Cat, and of course  Alice, all came out for the 
event.   
 
The children were entertained with un-birthday party games, a special  
storytime, face painting and cookie decorating. The adults shopped for used 
books, raffle prizes and delicious cupcakes.  
 
The event generated many giggles, smiling faces and raised $850 for the KPL Foundation. 
Way to go! 
 
One person can make a difference! Can two? You decide. 
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Can One Person Make a Difference? 
Imagine hosting a personal fundraiser for the KPL Foundation. Choosing a theme for a  
fundraiser is easy with KPL – Murder Mystery Night, Afternoon Tea Party, Foods from  
Around the World, Gardening, Scrapbooking, and Card Making.  Open your imagination! 
  
Discover the excitement when the party plans are revealed to family and friends.  
 
Connect the theme, the guests and your love for KPL. Donating can be fun! 



 
October is Autism Awareness Month in Canada, which makes this the perfect opportunity 
to highlight KPL’s distinctive Autism Collection. According to the Autism Society of Canada 
approximately 190,000 Canadians have been diagnosed as having an autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD), and this number continues to grow. Considering the size of this group, it is 
important that libraries provide resources to help meet their unique information needs. 
 
KPL’s Autism Collection is a special collection of books, DVDs, kits, and other materials on 
the subject of ASDs and related issues. Located at the Main Library, this collection offers 
information for individuals and families who work and live with autism, as well as research-
ers, educators, and health care professionals. People of all ages and genders will find this 
collection to be helpful. The Autism Collection currently contains 815 items, making it one 
of the largest public library collections devoted to autism resources.   
 
This collection was made possible through generous financial dona-
tions from Waterloo Wellington Autism Services (WWAS). WWAS is 
an organization that provides resources and support to adults with 
ASDs and their families in our region. 
 
Some recent developments for the Autism Collection: 
 

�x��Several thousand dollars worth of materials have been  
   ordered for this year, including: 

       Dietary Interventions in Autism Spectrum Disorders;  
     Autism Spectrum Disorders: An Essential Guide for the Newly Diagnosed Child;  

       Girls Growing Up on the Autism Spectrum; 
 and many more! 
 

�x��Information Guides were created to offer our customers topic-based lists of items in 
our collection, along with some key websites. Print copies are available by visiting 
the collection, or on the KPL website at: http://www.kpl.org/ref/healthlink/
autism.html#guides . Topics include: Autism and Diet, Aspergers Syndrome, Adults 
with Autism, and more.  

 
�x��To help direct our customers to accurate health information on the Internet, we have 

created an account using the Delicious social bookmarking service to collect and 
organize reliable websites on ASDs. Visit http://delicious.com/KPL_Autism to have a 
look. 

 
Any customers wishing to check out materials from this collection can do so using their 
KPL Borrower’s Card. A KPL Special Borrower’s Card can also be issued free of charge 
for anyone from the Regions of Waterloo, Wellington, and Dufferin who would like to ac-
cess this collection. Interlibrary Loan is available for anyone residing outside of these  
areas. 
 
The KPL Foundation would like to thank the Waterloo Wellington Autism Services for their 
recent donation of $2500. Their continued support helps ensure that this collection remains 
current and relevant for the many people whose lives are affected by ASDs. 

 
Christine VanderHeide,  
KPL’s Consumer Health Librarian 
 

Foundation Funds in Action:  
KPL’s Autism Collection 

Last chance to purchase  
your copy of  

 
KPL Cooks:  

A Second Helping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on the tradition of 
the first cookbook, this new 
edition is a collection of      
favourite recipes from KPL 
staff and volunteers, all care-
fully organized by topical sec-
tions, and presented for your 
convenience and enjoyment. 
 
Copies are available at all  
library locations for $10.00 
(taxes included).  
 
Quantities are limited so hurry 

in for your copy today! 
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Thank you  
for supporting the  

Kitchener Public Library! 
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